Choosing the right qualitative research method is like choosing the right tool: When trying to cut a plank, a hammer is mostly useless. A key question to ask when attempting to choose the right qualitative research method is thus, What are you trying to do? Identifying your goal should help you choose the right method. Remember, however, that (1) your tools will be more useful if carried in the right toolbox (i.e., methodology or approach), 1 (2) your research will be more impactful if you join a scholarly conversation by using theory and relating your work to that of others, and (3) each method has pros and cons.
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